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SUBJECT: LETELIER/MOFFITT CASE: MEDIA COUNTER-ATTACK CONTINUES 

REF: SANTIAGO 5878 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . SUMMARY: WITH NO NEW DEVELOPMENTS TO REPORT, THE MEDIA 

IS DEVOTING ITS ENERGIES TO EDITORIAL COMMENT. ONLY "EL MERCURIO" 
OVER THE WEEKEND HAD CONSTRUCTIVE THOUGHTS; THE OTHER NEWSPAPERS 
GO DOWN RAPIDLY FROM THERE. END SUMMARY. 

2. "EL MERCUIRO." DIRECTOR ARTURO FONTAINE DEVOTED HIS "LA 
SEMANA POLITICA," AUGUST 6, TO THE LETELIER/MOFFITT CASE. 

ACCORDING TO FONTAINE THE LESSON OF THE CASE IS THAT 
NEVER AGAIN - NOT EVEN FOR REASONS OF NATIONAL SECURITY - 

CAN IMPORTANT MATTERS OF STATE BE SEPARATED FROM CITIZEN CONTROL. 
HE MOVES FROM THIS REVELATION TO THE ARGUMENT THAT NOW IS THE TIME 
FOR ALL THOSE CIVILIANS WHO SUPPORT THIS REGIME 
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TO PLAY A MORE ACTIVE ROLE IN PUBLIC AFFAITS. MERCURIO ALSO CARRIED. 
AUGUST 6, A LONG ANALYSIS OF US/CHILEAN JUDICIAL PROCEDURES RELATED 
TO THE LETELIER/MOFFITT CASE AND THE FORTHCOMING EXTRADITION 
REQUESTS (BEING REPORTED SEPTEL). 

3. "LA TERCERA." THE EDITORIAL OF AUGUST 7 TAKES OFF FROM 
PRESIDENT PINOCHET’S MEETING LAST FRIDAY WITH RETIRES 
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MILITARY OFFICERS. PINOCHET WARNED THE OFFICERS NOT TO BE 
DECEIVED BY THE EFFORTS OF INTERESTED GROUPS WHO MISUSE 
THE LETELIER/MOFFITT CASE TO UNDERMINE THE GOVERMENT. AMONG 
THOSE POLITICALLY MOTIVATED GROUPS THE EDITORIAL LISTS IN ORDER: 

ALL THE OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON WHO HAVE MADE INTENTIONALLY 
AMBIGUOUS STATEMENTS, ALL OTHERS WITHIN AND OUTSIDE CHILE WHO 
CARRY ON A CAMPAIGN TO CONFUSE THE PURELY JUDICIAL WITH A POLITICAL 
SITUATION, THOSE MEMBERS OF CONGRESS WHO VOTED TO CUT OFF THE 
ARMS PIPELINE BECAUSE OF THE CASE, AND, FINALLY, THOSE MEDIA 
ORGANS ABROAD WHO SPECULATE ON AND IMAGINE POLITICAL 
IMPLICATIONS IN THE PRESENT SITUATION. 

4. ARCH-REACTIONARY PABLO RODRIGUEZ DEVOTES HIS COLUMN TODAY 
TO THE CASE, ARGUING ESSENTIALLY THAT THE USG IS GUIDED ENTIRELY 
BY POLITICAL MOTIVES. HE ATTEMPTS TO ESTABLISH A CIA CONNECTION 
THROUGH THE BACKDOOR, NOTING (CORRECTLY BUT MEANINGLESSLY) 

THAT NOBODY HAS BEEN ABLE SO FAR TO PROVE THAT TOWNLEY WAS 
NOT A CIA AGENT, AND HE SAYS IT IS VERY HARD TO BELIEVE THAT, 

IN A CONSPIRACY INVOLVING CUBANS WITH CLOSE 
TIES TO THE CIA, THE USG WAS EITHER NOT AWARE OF WHAT WAS 
HAPPENING OR COULD NOT HAVE FOUND OUT VERY QUICKLY AFTER THE 
FACT. HE SAYS THAT SOONER OR LATER THE US WILL FIND A PRETEXT 
FOR BREAKING RELATIONS, TAKING MOST OF THE WESTERN NATIONS WITH 
IT. THUS, ACCORDING TO RODRIGUEZ, THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD FORGET 
ABOUT TRYING TO MOLLIFY ITS EXTERNAL CRITICS AND GET ABOUT THE 
BUSNIESS OF REMAKING CHILE ALONG AUTHORITARIAN ( IF NOT WORSE) 
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LINES. 

5. "LA SEGUNDA." THE SEGUNDA EDITORIAL OF AUGUST 5 SAYS THAT 
NATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION IS CONVINCED THAT THERE IS NO LINK 
BETWEEN THE HIGHEST AUTHORITIES OF THE GOVERNMENT AND THE POSSIBLE 
EXCESSES OF DINA, INCLUDING THE ASSASSINATION OF LETELIER. 

FOR "LA SEGUNDA" IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THE PERSON 
WHO PLACED THE BOMB UNDER THE CAR WAS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN AND 
THAT THE FINGER ON THE BUTTON WAS CUBAN. AND. ADDS SEGUNDA. 

IT IS CURIOUS THAT THE FIRST OF THESE (TOWNLEY) IS NOT EVEN 
NAMED IN THE FORMAL INDICTMENTS OF AUGUST 1. THE PARTICIPATION 
OF CHILEANS IN THE CASE ACCORDING TO "LA SEGUNDA" IS OF A DIFFERENT 
ORDER OF IMPORTANCE (PRESUMABLY LESS). 

6. EL CRONISTA." EDITOR SILVA PINTO HAS A PARTICULARLY 
NASTY PIECE AUGUST 7 STARTING OFF WITH THE ASSERTION THAT 
UNITED STATES HISTORY IS MARKED BY VIOLENCE AND INJUSTICE, 

ALONG WITH GREATMENSS. SHE PROCEEDS TO GIVE A PREDICTABLY 
DISTORTED ACCOUNT OF US HISTORY FROM THE SPANISH AMERICAN WAR 
TO VIET NAM. SHE ARGUES THAT THEUNITED STATES, WHILD ATTAINING 
MATERIAL WEALTH AND POWER, HAS BEEN FRUSTRATED BY ITS INABILITY 
TO PROVIDE MORAL LEADERSHIP. IT IS LIKE A FRUIT THAT HAS BEGUN 
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TO ROT WITHOUT EVER BECOMING MATURE. 

7. COMMENT: WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE AS YET THAT THE GOC IS GIVING 
CLEAR AND FIRM GUIDANCE TO THE MEDIA ON HOW TO RESPOND TO THE 
LETELIER/MOFFITT CASE. EDITORIAL COMMENT TO DATE WAS PREDICTABLE. 

LANDAU 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, ASSASSINATION, INVESTIGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 07 aug 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978SANTIA05920 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780329-0149 
Format: TEL 
From: SANTIAGO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 9780891 /aaaacysa.tel 

Line Count: 122 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 64669a67-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 SANTIAGO 5878 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1819135 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LETELIER/MOFFITT CASE: MEDIA COUNTER-ATTACK CONTINUES 
TAGS: PGOV, SHUM, SOPN, Cl, (LETELIER, ORLANDO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/64669a67-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



